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And so that iswhat itis. Of course we grow stuff, and rt [ amazmg and
very edible and tonight we are eating soup made from some of sémef. |

the veggies harvested by many hands including mine, and slicesofa dead &

cow's tail (oxtails, right?) from our next door neighbors. But growing stuffis _

_only half the thingwe do. The other half is the together part. Thatis(ifyou §

ask me) the mostreal thing about this garden It's a commiunity
S community garden:

Sometimes the mere thought of the way everyone works together "

\ toward a cemmon end, which is feeding each other, makes me shed tears 8
of gratitude for thiSremarkable place. I am prettysure thatwhenIwas
given the assignment to write this piece, it was assumed I would be
naming off the vegetableswe grow, the bumper crop of chlles last year
which created opportunities for numer e
wonderful orchard that was just plant
distributed every single week tothe m
is true, yet all that is merely the outcol
we do this together.and we do it for eac)‘;

At the beglnnlng of each CCA nﬁéetmg, our missionand valués are _
~. affirmed when we'share the reflective comments of those who

. ‘more than
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@ Conservation, Community, Contemplation

Cascabel Conservation
Association's 2016 Newsletter

. Dear Friends of CCA,
. Warm greetings from Cascabel, Arizona. We write to update you on this past *
year's activities, give thanks for the many ways you support CCA, and invite |
# your participation an/or feedback. The following pages offer a glimpse into
. each of our programs, written by various CCA members. Enjoy!
d Pat Corbett Retreat’gpd s !
e here] |s1'eady for use. I want to thank the '
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I also.wish: 'thank' thé kind anonymbus donor wtlocbntrlbuted a Ilttle
plaque to the hem'ntage naming my contrlbuttﬁn VACE] thanks however
is seeing this land, which feelslike home to me, continue as Hiome' to‘the :
wild. plants antl ammals living there to be cherlshed by and shared w1th ‘
DtherPe %""_w‘.. s SO _
“The Corbett Center is a fi ttlng location to hongr tlle l:ontrlbutlon ofjlm
and Pat Corbett to the founding of S and CCA and the ;YO 000 acres - ..+ .
stewarded by these two associations in Hot Spri ngCanyon. The Center is

designed'to accommodate the th?e entallments of stewardshl
rv——— — re '

lldbnd mtegratmrr (

ated) ; Tk LE= N

solitaries, couples and small
camping groups can schedulé

'-c" aal the area. The cottage features
5 v o ) né 0 a rainwater harvesting system and along with the campground's compost-
fforlsto i th’! i 3 f..CCAf th M déll <& 'gm ing toilet provides sojourners one examPIe of an |ntegra [homestead. The
ee s B unlqueVlswn . £ sl i i '<\(l canyon remains open to hikers and horseback rlders as Before with just a
roValley are not without cost. We are an.organization supported 8 &
: S = small walking circuit around the CeAterwhen SOjOI.Ir rs are present;.
.almostentlrely by donations and countless volunteerhours. 1=z8 P
X & iy L Mg, P . gg The Corbett Center provides a gateway.to: Hot Spnng : ;Canyon and a
" We appeal tlo;you oadd yoursuppoﬂ;ce:ourgil’forclisth iy 8 relatively safe venue for sojourners in the Sonoran Desert. In‘addition the
tribution, becoming a member and len lngyourtlme e

Hermitage Committee is actively working tg provide and service more
remote hermitages like the Gonzales-Leitner H‘Ermltage Expect to hear
more about that soon. - Gratefu!ly aniel




I carne dowin fo Arizona to aftend. a professionat event.... As | bmagived s joruney... ontside Alaska, |
reakized that | wanted. sotitncle — vetreat to iy soto self. [M]y experience... driving away from the city, & especially getting nortic
of Powevene — witen | started to see saguayo agoin — ollof it was sumply a mowunting joy. It contunued to beild as | met Dandel &
we headed out heye , & tire jouy of arrivalto myself was beysting from me once e drove aney.

Wihat & true fivis fume — te yeays after the last sotlo — s That sotitude U nance defferent Hham & was before | lhadla child. ...
Thowgli | am awsy frovn i, | ann nesser govne fromn hinn, & | carry Ihis lheart U iy heart.

And vl crossing over fume as a mother has been the blessed. opportvunity to come fo The hermitoge , o rediseover the bovundty
of sotitde , not as a person akove Untie worldl, as | wos U iy fusenties, bt os a person anchored. i e world fivougle
relationships. | often wonder how | willk continue fo change os [y son] grows otder... and wiat the final aloneness of age will
feet Like. My intumacy wite v widh now waune wntil | am his history keeper, & eventially hvis memoty....

Certainky, Theve (s Tihis moment & This wep of relationuiips, & This sotitude armong the saguaro. Albof it a priceless gift.
Thank yow, Cascabel Covservotion Agociotion , & especialiyy wmy shepherls on 1y journey, Daniel & Paumela.

e year's most positive news was the CCA's

= successful nomination, with others, of the San Pedro
Valley as a pilotarea fora Landscape Conservation
Design, a requirement for future federal conservation
inthe valley

This past year saw both the hiring and loss of
Scott Wilbor as Conservation Director for the CCA. The
funds to maintain his position did not materialize, and
Scott moved on to become Director of the Desert
Rivers Initiative at1he Arizona Land and Water Trust.

Scott's efforts helped strengthen our ties with the
Bureau of Land agement, the National Park
Service and the U. S. F and Wildlife Service.

] Alex Binford-Walsh continues with our remote
wildlife photography [pictures shown here] and ORV
monitoring Erqect, sponsored in part by the USPWS.

: We took our struggle against the SunZia

. Transmission Project to the Arizona Corporation
-, Commission, losing by a disheartening 3-2 vote, which
© leaves us few options on the regulatoryfrontto stop

« the project. We are still working on several other

'@ approaches to stop the project and keep the Valley

from becoming a major utility corridor. We have also

been a strong voice against 28,000

7 “#: home Villages at Vigneto developmentin Benson, a

 new threatto the San Pedro River.
We again had information tables at the Lower San
. Pedro Ecofest at Winkelman in April, Tucson
Audubon’s Bird and Wildlife Festival in August, and the
Cascabel Christmas Fair in December.
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I‘_October 30, 2015 at the

The 17th Annual
Mesquite Milling and
local food potluck
lunch was held on

Cascabel Community
Center with over 80
“attendees. This _
Summer our focus will =
be group outings in th% )
Valley to demonstrate.
- best methods for
collecting and storing —
pods before milling.
In 2015 we also enjoyed sev

On March 14, 2015, Annha nds Iead a ”Piant ancl
Archaeology Walk” on the upper terraces of Baicatcan. The
archaeological aspect was presented by Dr. Jeff Clark of
Archaeology Southwest. Jeff presented historical information as
well as recent research that has been done at Baicatcan. We
were reminded of protocols for being in the midst of
archaeological remains: Watch where we step so that we avoid
pottery shards; take absolutely nothing; after examining
something, replace it exactly.

Later last March, CCA members Dr Chis Eastoe and Dr.
James Callegary lead an event "A \Water Workshop in Two
Movements." Chris first presented his research on the relationship
between rainfall and well water levels. Next James led a field
study about water movement and its effect on the environment.

If you have ideas for educational events, please contact Gail
Loveland at gail loveland@gmail.com, who is chairing the
Education Committee since the departure of Brandon Wert to
Singapore. We miss you Brandon!

'_ ‘F‘rst ear here in Cascabel. ‘makit

S My husband and T area few wee ks,away from e

us two of your

eighbors._Thanksto'some friendly folks,ae were'introduced
eGascabel Community Garden aImosLns aw

Lwonder how the Iook ofiny face was |nterpr&e‘a by X
°. whomeéver it might have beenthat I was talkin t\u“n that very
y-first Wednesday morning thatl spent at coffee r-Lcan't

gfpleting our

P

remember, of courséfbecause every face was unfamiliar, and so ;

_ this person remains inremembered to this day. But1 do

“remember my que §‘J.lpcngl hearing that “we work at the
garden on Wedne Um, DHIK Wednesdays?"No other
time? Well of course you can work anytime you want to, it was
explained'to me. But everybody is there on Wednesdays. Now I
have worked in community gardens before. Everybody has a
plot, and you go when you can. Sometimes you see someone
that just maybe you thlnk you remember seeing before, once.

So the look on mK face, was it incredulity?“Non-

comprehension? Oh, so this is:::a...community community
garden? Like, everybod grows food for everybody’ Yeah, like
that, says the unremem ered one. .
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